
  

 

The African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church Takes A Stand Against The 
Racist Rhetoric and Social Policies Of the Trump Administration 

  

Since its founding, the AME Church has consistently opposed the racist rhetoric and social policies 
of the Trump Administration. We have issued formal statements, published editorials, encouraged 
our members to engage with ecumenical partners, and visit public officials to advocate for all of 
God's people. 
 
When the Trump Administration announced that the temporary protective status (TPS) granted to 
Haiti, El Salvador and Nicaragua would be revoked in 2019, we urged our church leaders, 
members, and friends to organize against this racist immigration policy. While it took the US 
President 15 hours to deny his alleged “s**thole remarks”, there is no denial of his previous 
statements maligning Mexicans as "rapists", Haitians carrying "AIDS", Nigerians living in "huts". 
We continue to abhor and be alarmed by the bigoted rhetoric of a US President that is only 
outdone by his immigration policies, which can be construed as a war on people of color. 
 
Recognizing that the President claims he did not use profanity, US Senate Minority Whip Dick 
Durbin (D-IL), asserts that the President made the “vile” and “hateful” remarks. 
 
The Council of Bishops of the African Methodist Episcopal Church and the Social Action 
Commission of our Church demand not only a public apology but inclusive and “just” social and 
immigration policies.  We stand with the public summoning of US diplomats by the countries, 
which were slandered by the President. 
 
Because, in 1787 and 1816, our founders chose to proudly affirm the important role of Africa in 
world history and culture we are horrified that the President of the United States continues to 
denigrate people of African, Asian and Latin American descent throughout the world. We would 
remind this President that it was enslaved Africans, poor Chinese people, and oppressed Latinos 
whose genius built the wealth of the United States. We would remind him that immigrants from 
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the maligned countries come with a high level of education and a work ethic can only make the US 
greater. 
 
Sadly, a statement from our church about the racist roots of Trumpism, that endangers 
democracy, as we know it in the United States, is not enough.  We stand with our ecumenical and 
interfaith partners in supporting the National Council of Churches campaign to end racism and the 
launch of that initiative on April 4, 2018.  We will continue to speak out and hold the United States 
government accountable as our faith commands us to in Proverbs 6:16-19: 
 

"There are six things which the LORD hates, Yes, seven which are an abomination to 
Him: Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, And hands that shed innocent blood, A heart that 
devises wicked plans, Feet that run rapidly to evil, A false witness who utters lies, And 
one who spreads strife among brothers." 

 
Making people aware of the “bronzing” of America and Trump’s attempt to use white supremacist 
policies to make America white again is not enough. We support the AME V-Alert Call To Action 
urging us to organize for Voter Education, Mobilization and Registration (Operation EMR) in our 
communities and churches.  It is urgent to make changes in our local, state and national elections 
in 2018 and 2020. 
 
As we move toward the National MLK, Jr. Holiday and, in April, the 50th Anniversary Dr. King’s 
assassination, we are calling on the Church of Allen to: 
 

1. Plan, on January 15, 2018, to organize a family, church, community teach-in on one of Dr. 
King’s writings, like “Letter From A Birmingham Jail”. If you choose to use the “I Have A 
Dream” speech, please make a note of what the President is saying and doing about the 
Dreamers through his “tough” wall or nothing stance. 
 

2. Start mobilizing to bring your church and people to Washington, DC, for the National 
Council Of Church’s March Against Racism on April 4, 2018. From April 3 – 5th, all people 
of goodwill need to be in solidarity on the National Mall and on the Hill. Bring your vans 
and buses filled with people. Pack airplanes and trains headed to DC  - be a part of the 
birth a new movement that will change racist social and economic policies. 
 

3. Use the AME V-Alert Toolkit to organize, educate, register and mobilize in your local 
church, community, and region. Begin now! 
 

4. Develop a social media connection for your leaders and members regarding the social 
policy issues facing your city, county, state, and nation. 
 

5. The early Civil Rights marches were always preceded by a prayer meeting to activate the 
spirit of courage and fearlessness needed to activate and motivate a movement that 
would change the world. Focused prayer meeting will equip and empower people to start 
a movement of resistance and revival in 2018. 
 

6. Send a letter to the President, US Senate, and US Congress, reminding them that the Bible 
says: "Death and life are in the power of the tongue." Let them know that you are tired of 



 

politicians that speak death over women, people of Color and the poor, and all “the least 
of these”.  
 

7. Plan to attend the General Board Meeting and Bishop’s Council in Atlanta where there will 
be a Social Action Commission Meeting that will equip your Annual Conference, District 
and local church to put together a Social Action Plan that will make a difference and “heal 
the land”. 
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