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Ignited for Impact

Greetings Tanner Family and friends. The 2018 | 2019 conference year
has begun. I want to share with you God’s vision for our church
family. This conference year, as we strive to be an Acts 2 Church in the
21st Century, our church theme is:

Ignited for Impact – A Season of Miracles, Signs, and Wonders. Anchored in the
scriptures of Joel 2:28; Acts 1:8; Acts 2:1-4; Acts 2:42-47; and Philippians 4:13,
we are Ignited for Impact through the empowerment of God’s Relevant Word;
our Relevant Work and Relevant Worship.

Bishop Fugh, using the theme “The Season of Pentecost,” is calling the churches
of the 5th District to a season of spiritual renewal and revival. He wants us to
become intentional about evangelism. Why? Because “harvest is the heart of
Pentecost.” He also wants us to plant seeds of expectancy for the good things
God is going to do in our lives.
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In this season, we must become intentional about moving from maintenance to
MINISTRY and MISSION. This will require that we cast a vision that projects
further than one Sunday to the next. It will require a STRATEGICAL JOURNEY OF
FAITH. It will require the empowerment of the HOLY SPIRIT to achieve the
transformational process of REVITALIZATION for our church, which, I am
saddened to say, has plateaued both spiritually and numerically.
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Let us look at the words in our theme: IGNITED for IMPACT

Ignited – to catch fire or cause to catch fire – spark, excite, stimulate, stir
up, jump start an emotion or a situation.

Impact – is the action of one object coming forcibly in contact with another
object | having a strong effect on someone or something – making an
impression on.
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It is the IGNITED LIFE that propels men and women into their DESTINY – that
destiny is the one life here on earth, and, is the destiny through eternity.

In Acts 2, we see God’s Holy Spirit empowering the early church with supernatural
power from on high. The church was Ignited for Impact. Their lives were radically
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changed forever! The church had a relevant word, performed a relevant work,
and participated in relevant worship. As a result, there were many miracles, signs
and wonders.
The fire of the Holy Spirit that came down on that Day of Pentecost was a fire of
greatness – a fire that was GREAT, and a fire that would do GREAT things for
God.

IGNITED!: God’s REFINING FIRE came down on the Day of Pentecost to: IMPACT!:
1. destroy satanic plantings and strongholds;
2. create explosive growth and expansion;
3. win souls;
4. empower the people with spiritual discernment; and
5. bring miracles
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Today the fire of the Holy Spirit has come down on us and that fire will make us
powerful! It will empower us to do great things for the Kingdom of God!
PENTECOST shows that we have a new power for ministry. When we share our
faith, we are not on our own. The Spirit works in and through us to convict
people, and to draw them to saving FAITH.
Bethlehem means God with us; Calvary means God for us;

PENTECOST means God IN US! | IGNITED FOR IMPACT!

Our scripture references that anchor our 2018 | 2019 church theme are:
JOEL 2:28, ACTS 1:8, ACTS 2:1-4, ACTS 2:42-47, and PHILIPPIANS 4:13
Today we will focus on Acts 2:42-47.
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They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was
filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the
apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in
common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone
who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together
with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor
of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who
were being saved.

God is calling us to be an ACTS 2 CHURCH in the 21st Century and beyond!
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What is an ACTS 2 CHURCH? Let’s start first by understanding the symbolism we
find in Acts 2.

On the day of Pentecost, the Spirit came with the sound of a mighty wind. The
word “spirit” literally means “breath” or “wind.” The word for spirit is the same
word that is used in Genesis to describe God breathing life in to the lump of clay
named Adam. The same word is used to describe the wind that fills the sails of a
ship, and the wind that is produced in violent storms. God’s children live in the
reality of God’s gift of life and power during these last days.
Tongues of fire are seen on top of the disciples’ heads. Fire is always associated
with the presence of God. God displayed his presence to Moses in a burning bush.
The Lord led the people of Israel out of Egypt by a pillar of fire called the Shekinah
glory. When God gave Moses the Ten Commandments on Mt. Sinai, a cloud of fire
descended upon the mountain. God’s children live with God’s presence. God is
with his people; he is not separated from them.
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Why did God choose tongues of fire? Perhaps because fire does so many things.
Fire:
 warms what is cold;
 illuminates what is dark;
 purifies what is impure; and
 burns, consumes, and destroys.
A chief quality of fire is its power to set something ablaze. Fire releases energy
and power in what it touches.
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The fire of the Spirit is a force of unity. The Spirit of God’s presence and power in
our lives, is the force that unifies us into contagious people for God. The Spirit
also moves in specific ways in and through us. The Holy Spirit calls, gathers,
enlightens, and sanctifies.

Now that we understand the symbolism of the Spirit and the Fire, let us look at
the five functions from Acts 2 the early church performed to become a church
IGNITED for IMPACT:
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 Evangelism (Acts 2:41)
 Discipleship (Acts 2:42)
 Ministry (Acts 2:45)
 Fellowship (Acts 2:46)
 Worship (Acts 2:47)

In looking back to our question, “What is an Acts 2 Church?”, we are able to see
that the early church in Acts was a worshiping, evangelizing, learning, and loving
church! They were a W.E.L.L. church! I feel this is God’s vision for us, to be Ignited
for Impact and experience miracles, signs, and wonders by becoming a church
that is W.E. L. L.! – An ACTS 2 CHURCH!
Rick Warren, Pastor of Saddleback Church, states that the key to church growth is
church health. A W.E.L.L. Church finds ways to move people from where they are
to where God wants them to be in their spiritual journey. Every week we must
remember that we are ministering to the souls of people at every level.
P a g e 11 | 19

2018 | 2019 ANNUAL CHURCH PROGRAM
Ignited for Impact

Understanding where people are and meeting them there, is very vital to having a
balanced discipleship process.

A W.E.L.L. Church will:
1. Grow warmer through Fellowship
2. Grow deeper through Bible Study and Discipleship
3. Grow stronger through Worship and Prayer
4. Grow broader through Ministry
5. Grow larger through Evangelism
So, how are we going to become a W.E.L.L. Church, Ignited for Impact during this
conference year, using the 5 functions found in Acts 2? I am truly excited that
you want to know! Get ready to experience the power, as we began the work of
an Ignited Church, empowered to Impact by God’s relevant word, to do relevant
works and show God our appreciation, love, and thanks, through our relevant
worship!
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I.

IGNITED FOR IMPACT IN OUR WORSHIP – Acts 2:47
To be a worshiping church means our FOCUS has shifted. It means that the
church is a place where God is exalted in spirit and in truth.
Our worship of God not only engages our mind, but it also engages our
affections, our hearts, our emotions, and our Spirit. This does not mean that
worship has to necessarily be emotional or involve an outward emotional
display to be “in the spirit,” but it does mean that the heart must be
engaged. We show outward excitement and forms of worship for sporting
events, music concerts, musicians, and celebrities, so it would seem only
right that God would deserve more.
The early church was built on prayer and worship. When we read the Book
of Acts – the record of the early church’s history – we conclude that the
believers had miracles happen every single day! They didn’t follow signs
and wonders, signs and wonders followed them!
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II.

IGNITED FOR IMPACT THROUGH OUR EVANGELISM
An Acts 2 Church in the 21st Century is definitely an EVANGELICAL church.
“And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.” ~ Acts
2:47b
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.
~ Acts 1:8
A healthy, well-fed, worshiping body of believers will reproduce
themselves. When we are glorifying God, when we are built up as a believer
we want to then go and share our faith with others. We talk about what is
important to us!! The early believers had been touched by Jesus. He had
forever changed their lives so that they were willing to give their lives for
Him.
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Evangelism was not a planned event; it was a natural outgrowth of a
healthy relationship with Christ. The early believers took every situation
and turned them into opportunities to share the Gospel.
The early church was Ignited for Impact - AND the Church GREW DAILY!
They stepped out in faith and spoke the truth of the Gospel and God
showed up!! An evangelistic church is a place where the Gospel is shared
with power and conviction.

III.

IGNITED FOR IMPACT BY OUR LEARNING
“They continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship.” ~
Acts 2:42
Becoming a learning church with a commitment to preaching and learning
God’s word is essential to a healthy church. The early church “continued
steadfastly.” This means that not only did the apostles teach faithfully and
continually, but the congregation was faithful to “continue in” their learning
and growing in what they were being taught. THEY WERE ATTENTIVE!
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A church Ignited for Impact has a hunger for the Word of God!

IV.

IGNITED FOR IMPACT BY BEING LOVING
“Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common . . .
continuing daily with one accord . . . and having favor with all people.” ~
Acts 2:44
This description was not intended to describe a socialist utopia. It illustrates
just how literally we are called to love one another. The reason the early
church could share their possessions was they were actually living out the
second great commandment to love their neighbor as themselves. We see
that their unity and love were so powerful that “all the people” thought
well of them.
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Who wouldn’t want to join in on such a love fest where everyone was cared
about and accepted? As a result, their numbers exploded and thousands
came to Christ!
When we are talking about being LOVING we are talking about a people
that are connected to one another in close fellowship and people who
serve one another in true ministry. Jesus said:

What would happen if we truly began to take Jesus at His word and live this
way? What would this do to our church? Can you imagine how different
things would be if we operated by this principle? What would it be like if we
really were as concerned about other’s happiness, problems, and
disappointments as we are about our own?
Our love for one another is one of our greatest witnesses to the world. It
backs up everything that we are trying to do and say to the unbeliever.
Remember in Acts all the believers were as one! The response to this
oneness was a daily adding to their numbers. People came to Jesus because
they saw how Christians loved each other. Too often the opposite is true
today.
A church that is loving is a church family. Brothers and sisters bound
together in love. Caring for one another, helping one another, serving one
another. A church that is loving is a place where there is true fellowship and
ministry. This is what it will take to become a church that is loving and
impacting the world. If we are truly IGNITED for IMPACT, we will become a
church that is LOVING!
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If we are going to attract people to Christ and to His Church, we must become
attractive. We must examine every area of our church life from ministries to
music, and pew to pulpit. We must not only have a love for Christ, but also a love
for each other. Our church must be relevant and on the cutting edge of what it
means to be a W.E.L.L. Church, filled with children of God who are IGNITED for
IMPACT.

Finally, the anchor scripture to our theme anchor scriptures in Joel and Acts, is
found in Philippians 4:13: “I can do all things through him who gives me
strength!”
Tanner Family, we can do this! God has already mandated it! He has even already
given us ALL that we need to succeed, including His strength! We have been
IGNITED FOR IMPACT in this SEASON OF MIRACLES, SIGNS, AND WONDERS
through God’s Relevant Word; Our Relevant Works; and Our Relevant Worship.
Using the five functions from Acts 2: Evangelism, Discipleship, Ministry,
Fellowship, and Worship, we will become a W.E.L.L. Church: Worshiping in sprit
and in truth; Evangelizing with power and conviction to those who are lost,
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continuing in our Learning beyond Sunday’s worship, and Loving on one another,
caring for each other.

Yes, you and I are a work in progress! But God is shifting the atmosphere!
Tanner Family, we are Ignited for Impact. As an Acts 2 Church in the 21st Century
we must be on the CUTTING EDGE in our MINISTRY and MISSION for God. . .

Let’s Do It!
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MISSION STATEMENT
Historic Tanner Chapel
African Methodist Episcopal
Church is a Christ-centered
body of believers providing
a spiritual foundation to
transform lives for Christ to
the Glory of God!

Relevant Word

CHURCH’S MOTTO
You never outgrow your
need for God . . . we can
help you meet that need.

Relevant Works

2018 | 2019 CHURCH
THEME
IGNITED FOR IMPACT
A Season of Miracles, Signs,
and Wonders
Relevant Word, Relevant
Works, Relevant Worship
GOD IS CALLING US TO
BECOME A COMMUNITY OF
BELIEVERS!

— Study God’s Word
• Church School
• Neighborhood Bible
Study Groups
• Attend Leadership
Training Retreat
• Participate in Evangelism
and Stewardship
Weekend workshops
— Participate | Support |
Volunteer
• Tanner’s 24-hour Prayer
Vigils
• Participate in the annual
40-day Lent Fast
• The Love Dare facilitated
by Dr. Thomas Lewis
• 2019 Pentecost Revival
• Become a Volunteer exercising your gifts to
the glory of God
— Organize | Recognize |
Prepare
• Organize a Greeters
Team for Sunday
morning worship
services and other

•

•
•

church related programs
Recognize Music
Department and
Volunteers with a special
reception
Begin preparations for
hosting the 134th session
of the DMAC in 2020
Begin preparations for
Tanner’s 134th Church
Anniversary in 2020

— Develop New Ministries
• Economic Development
Ministry Job Skills
Program
• Grief Counseling
Ministry
• Tanner Tech
Communications
Ministry
• Tanner Toddlers Ministry
• Handicap | Disabilities
Ministry
• See Me Ministry
• Youth Athletic Ministry
• Church Branding
— Evangelism
• Continue to create a
friendly atmosphere

•
•
•

•

for visitors and new
members
Talk Your Church Up —
Be Positive Campaign
Every Member Win a
Member Drive
Reach out to Millennials,
children, youth, young
adults, men, women,
families and the unchurched
Be welcoming to people
who are searching for
God and a church home

— Support the Visions & New
Programs and Software
• Collaborate with
Tanner Community
Development
Corporation in
their vision for a
school campus for
disconnected youth
and the under-served
population
• Collaborate with
Tanner Properties for
opportunities to develop
Tiny Houses for Veterans
• BREEZE Church
Management System
and Online Giving
• SHAREFAITH Text Giving
— Financial Support
• Support the 2018 | 2019
annual budget
• Church Conference
Claims: $100 yearly
• Become a Tither
• Encourage members 2125 to support the church
with at least a $5 love
gift every Sunday
• Encourage members 2635 to support the church
with at least a $10 love
gift every Sunday, if they

•
•
•

are not yet tithers
Men’s Day & Women’s
Day Love Gift Support
Tanner’s Food Pantry
and other outreach
ministries
Contribute towards the
purchase of a fire alarm
and security equipment,
and upgraded church
Internet and phone
services

— From Dreams to Reality
• Purchase projector and
screens for sanctuary by
January 2019
• Purchase 1 to 2 outdoor
digital signs (Washington
and Jefferson)
• Support the purchase
of 2 handicap vans in
partnership with TCDC
with Tanner being able
to use the vans on
Sundays
• Complete research
and plans for church
expansion|additions
(elevator, upgraded
bathrooms, expanded
Fellowship Hall and
additional classrooms)

Relevant Worship

— Relevant worship will shift
the atmosphere. There
must be an atmosphere of
unified expectancy. Every
time the church doors are
opened it should provide a
“can’t miss” opportunity.
We should be coming
together with excitement,
believing great things are
going to happen.
We should come together
EXPECTING GOD TO DO THE
EXTRAORDINARY!
•
•

•
•
•
•

Faithfully attend worship
services
Evaluate our worship
and music ministry to
enhance our worship
experience that engages
and offers a Relevant
Worship experience
Be relentless in our
Devotion
Show heartfelt Affection
and Caring
Practice sacrificial
Generosity
Spread contagious Joy

